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Association Business

It is my great honor to have the opportunity to serve the 
Transportation Lawyers Association as its President. The TLA is 

near and dear to my heart and its members are some of the finest 
attorneys to be found in any area of the law.

Obviously, this is not the President’s Message I expected to 
write. In addition to the devastating toll the coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) has taken on the health and well-being of so many, it has 
upended our economy, politics and the practice of law. It is my sin-
cere hope that all members of TLA and CTLA, as well 
as their families and loved ones, are safe and healthy. 
If there is a silver lining in the COVID-19 disaster, it 
is that we have been given a stark reminder of what 
jobs and professions are truly “essential.” During 
this crisis, we have all been reminded of the crucial 
role workers in the transportation industry play. I am 
proud to represent an industry that has been on the 
front line in delivering everyday necessities as we 
struggle to overcome the virus and its effects on our 
health, economy and way of life. 

COVID-19 has also dealt a blow to the TLA. 
The TLA’s flagship event is its Annual Conference. 
Unfortunately, we were forced to cancel the confer-
ence set to take place at the Omni Amelia Island 
Plantation Resort in Amelia Island, Florida. Program co-chairs Marc 
Blubaugh and Heather Devine organized a fantastic and fun 
educational program with a James Bond theme. I want to thank 
them and their program committee, consisting of Eric Baker, 
Stevan Baxter, Stephen Dennis, Allen Jones, Steve Kennedy, 
Fredric Marcinak, Stephanie Penninger, Peter Quinter, Brad 
Vynalek, James Wescoe and Ashley Winsky, for all their hard 
work. The same goes for the speakers and moderators who put in 
substantial time preparing for the conference. Moving forward, we 
will endeavor to incorporate their work into upcoming editions of 
TTL and future TLA conferences and webinars. 

Before addressing the year ahead, I want to thank and con-
gratulate Jeff Simmons for his outstanding term as President. 
As in-house counsel for GlobalTranz Enterprises, Inc., one of Jeff’s 
goals was to focus on getting TLA members greater exposure to, 
and a better understanding of, the business side of the transporta-
tion and logistics industry. Jeff’s term was extremely successful in 
this regard. In addition, the 2019 Transportation Law Institute and 
2020 Chicago Regional each set attendance records. I know that 
Jeff is extremely disappointed that the Annual Conference had to be 
canceled. However, he has shown great leadership over the course 
of his year as President and the TLA is better for it.   

In these uncertain times, the TLA is blessed with an 

embarrassment of riches when it comes to leadership and the 
dedication of its members. Every incoming President of the TLA 
claims that his or her toughest decision is the selection of Voting 
Past Presidents. No truer words have ever been spoken. After all, 
I have two past presidents in my office. The wealth of talent in the 
TLA is matched only by the willingness of its members to serve. 
With that, I’m pleased that Kathleen Jeffries, Greg Summy, Marc 
Blubaugh, Sam Hallman and Frank Botta each enthusiastically 

agreed to serve as my Voting Past Presidents. I 
started communicating with Kathleen, Greg, Marc, 
Sam and Frank in mid-February about the challenges 
that lay ahead and what my goals should be for the 
upcoming year. During Frank’s year as President 
(2017-2018), he implemented the “Yes! I Will …” 
Campaign, in which he asked each member to give a 
little more of his or her time and energy to help the 
TLA reach its goals. For this year, Frank suggested 
a campaign titled “We’re All In!” Given all that has 
gone on since February, this suggestion resonates 
now more than ever. In the year ahead, I would ask 
each member to step up to the plate in his or her 
own way to become more active and involved. This 
would include recruiting new members, assisting 
in retaining current members, writing for TTL and 

participating in conferences and webinars. 
Moving forward, I am thrilled to be supported by my fellow 

officers, Steve Canty, President-Elect; Chris Kelly, First Vice 
President; Eric Benton, Second Vice President, Kathy Garber, 
Secretary/Treasurer and Jeff Simmons, Immediate Past President. 
I look forward to working with Representatives-at-Large Coby Page, 
Stephanie Penninger, Tom Reardon, Roger Watts, Ian Culver, 
Hans Huggler, Paul Mello and Melissa Richardson, and CTLA 
Representative-at-Large Israel Ludwig, as well as our partners 
at Kellen, including Jill Gabbert, Collin Hamman and Rebecca 
Pierucci.  

I am very excited about this year’s conferences. Assuming 
we are all allowed to leave our bunkers and travel, the 2020 
Transportation Law Institute will be held November 13 at the Hotel 
Monteleone in New Orleans. Charlie Riley and Clark Monroe are 
putting together a fantastic educational program and I am looking 
forward to sharing a drink or two at the hotel’s historic Carousel Bar 
& Lounge. During the lunch break, Jeff Simmons will present the 
TLA’s Distinguished Service, Lifetime Achievement and Bullshipper 
Awards.

The 2021 Chicago Regional Conference is scheduled for 
January 22. After a long run at the Fairmont Chicago-Millennium 
Park, we will be moving across Columbus Drive to the Radisson 
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Blu Aqua Hotel. Program Chairs Jason Orleans and Tom Martin 
are hard at work in again making ‘Chicago in January’ a can’t-miss 
event. The Boot Camp will be held the afternoon of January 21 and 
is being chaired by Bill Pentecost and John Lane. The Boot Camp 
will be a “101” course on multimodal legal issues, emphasizing the 
interconnectedness of transportation in today’s world.

The 2021 TLA Annual Conference and CTLA Midyear Meeting 
will be held at the Resort at Squaw Creek in Olympic Valley, 
California. Olympic Valley is a short drive from Lake Tahoe and was 
the site of the 1960 Winter Olympics. Depending on the weather, 
attendees will be able to hike, bike, kayak and ski to their hearts’ 
content. The program chairs are Bridgette Blitch and Jeff Pincus. 
Bridgette and Jeff have put together an outstanding committee 
consisting of Melissa Richardson, Peggy Bush, Matt Barrette, 
Stephanie Penninger, Marshall Pitchford and Gordon Hearn.

Finally, I would like to thank my brother, James Wilcox, for 
writing my Presidential Biography. I have practiced law for more 
than 25 years, so I know my fair share of workaholics. Jim puts them 
to shame and is perhaps the busiest man alive. He is a dedicated 

husband and father of three. He teaches six Honors and Advanced 
Placement classes (U.S. History, U.S. Government, European History 
and Comparative Government) at Bishop Miege High School in the 
Kansas City metro. He recently earned his second master’s degree 
and in his spare time, he has written three novels, a book of poetry 
and a memoir. That he was willing to take the time to write the 
biography means a great deal to me.

I hope everyone enjoys this edition of TTL. In addition to 
providing exceptional content, Chris Kelly has done a superb job 
in providing some levity with the “TLA COVID-19 Pandemic Photo 
Contest.” Thank you to everyone who participated.

“We’re All In!” Given the talent and commitment of its member-
ship, I am confident that, if we all work together, the TLA will emerge 
from this crisis stronger than ever. It is critical for the TLA to be creative 
in demonstrating the value it provides and in keeping its members 
engaged. During the year ahead, do not hesitate to contact me with 
your thoughts and ideas as we move forward in these unprecedented 
times.  

TTL Call for Articles 
We are looking for more featured articles and/or case notes for upcoming issues. This is an opportunity for TLA and 
CTLA members to write on timely issues which will allow greater exposure among our memberships. This will give you 
nationwide recognition and is a great way to expand your networking abilities as part of a well-respected and widely-read 
industry publication. 

The submission deadline for the next publication is August 6, 2020. 

Please direct any questions and submissions to TTL Editor Christopher M. Kelly.


